
History of Basketball in South Australia  

1936 - The South Australian Metropolitan Basketball Association was founded. 

All games were played at the Duncan Buildings in Franklin Street, Adelaide with 16 teams 
competing. 

Post-World War II - Basketball resumed at the O.B.I. in the Adelaide CBD and suburban drill 
halls, with 27 teams competing. 

1946 - The first Australian Championship was held in Sydney. 

The Australian Men's Championship was held 36 times, the last series in 1984. South 
Australia won 14 titles and finished second another 13 times. 

The Men's Championship was discontinued in the 1980's because of the advent of the 
National Basketball League. 

1951 - The District Association was formed. 

1953 - The Forestville Stadium was built with just one court and was the first of its kind in 
Australia. 

1954 - There were 57 teams competing in all grades in the District Association. 

1955 - The Australian Women's Championship first was held in Melbourne and was held 29 
times until it too was discontinued in 1984. 

1955 - South Australia won the title 14 times and finished second another 11 times. 

1956 - A second court was built at Forestville 

1958 - A third court was built at Forestville. 

1961 - The Association continued to grow at a rapid rate and Bowden Stadium was built 
with two courts. 

1963 - A third court was built at Bowden. 

1964 - 350 teams were now competing in all grades of the Association and further 
expansion was needed to house all the teams wanting to play. 

1965 - The first court was built at Marion 

1966 - A second court was built at Marion. 

1969 - As the Association grew, a landmark in Australian and South Australian basketball 
came about when the Apollo Entertainment Centre was built. It had one court, the capacity 



to seat 3,000 people and became the home for basketball in South Australia providing 
offices for the administration of B.A.S.A. 

It was a beginning for many more buildings to come until the major boom for basketball 
occurred in the 1980's with the formation of the National Basketball League in 1979. 

1971 - The Basketball Association of South Australia continued to grow and expand and two 
courts were built at Hillcrest. 

1975 - Two courts were built at Colonel Light Gardens. 

1976 - Two courts were built at Morphett Vale. 

1980 - Barry Richardson was installed as General Manager of the Association and he 
consolidated the Association’s assets and continued its growth. 

1985 - The Adelaide West End 36ers were formed as the one team representing South 
Australia in the National Basketball League. This sparked a tremendous upsurge in the 
involvement and interest of both the public and media in the State. 

1985 - A third court was built at Morphett Vale. 

1986 - The Association expanded even further with the addition of the Woodlands Sporting 
Complex at Athol Park, housing four basketball courts and both indoor and outdoor tennis 
courts. 

1986 - The Adelaide West End 36ers won the National Basketball League championship for 
the first time. 

1990 - A fourth court was built at Morphett Vale. 

1990 - Further stadium occupancies at Elizabeth and Port Adelaide offset the eventual 
closing of the Bowden Stadium. The continued sell-out success of the Adelaide West End 
36ers led the Association to initiate its most calculated gamble, the building of the 8,000-
strong Clipsal Powerhouse at Beverley. The State Basketball League and the Netball 
Association had begun to consistently attract sell-out crowds to their grand finals at the 
Apollo, setting the scene for a feasibility study into the development of a multi-sports 
complex. 

1991 - The Clipsal Powerhouse was opened on Thursday, December 19, 1991 at a cost of 
$16 million with the capacity to revert to a three-court international-standard facility. 

1994 - South Australia won its first National League championship in the venue when the 
Adelaide QUIT Lightning took the Women’s National Basketball League crown, an 
outstanding feat they repeated 12 months later in front of 7,100 fans - a record attendance 
for a women’s basketball game in Australia. 



1996 - The Adelaide QUIT Lightning won the championship for the third successive year 
when it defeated Sydney at the Sydney Entertainment Centre 

1998 - The Adelaide QUIT Lightning won its fourth championship in five years when they 
again defeated Sydney in Sydney in 1998. 

1998 - The 36ers defeated South East Melbourne Magic in a Grand Final series sweep. 

1999 - The 36ers made it back-to-back championships, beating Victoria Titans in an epic 
three-game series. 

2002 - The 36ers won its fourth championship, two games to one against the West Sydney 
Razorbacks under Coach, Phil Smyth. Adelaide's 125 points in game 3 is the highest ever 
score in an NBL Grand Final game while they also hit a Grand Final record 19 three-pointers 
in the game. 

2005/06 - The Adelaide Lightning changed to private ownership in 2005/06 with Fellas Gifts 
taking over the team for the season and they changed the name to Adelaide Fellas.  

2005/06 - The Basketball Association of South Australia was dissolved with the 36ers, 
Lightning and the Arena. 

2006 - Basketball SA was formed as the new peak body for South Australian basketball 
which excluded ownership and management of the Arena, 36ers and Lightning. 

2006/07 - The Lightning was sold to Link Engineering and Vince Marino the new owner, 
decided to put Lightning back into the name and the team was then named Link Lightning 
Adelaide. 

2008 - The Adelaide Lightning won its fifth championship. 

2013/14 - The Adelaide Lightning and the Adelaide 36ers have signed a one-year 
management agreement for the 36ers to run the marketing, membership and sponsorship 
for the season to share resources of the two clubs. 

2014/15 - The Adelaide Lightning signed a one-year management agreement with Basketball 
SA who ran the marketing, membership and sponsorship for the season. 

2015 - Basketball SA’s leading basketball competition for South Australia’s elite men’s and 
women’s teams, the Central ABL (CABL) was rebranded and took on the new identity of the 
Premier League from the 2015 season. 

2016 - The Adelaide Lightning and the Adelaide 36ers signed a two-year management 
agreement for the 2016/17 and 2017/18 seasons 

There are plenty of options to play local basketball in metro and country areas  



Access to social basketball in South Australia is a little different in the metro and country 
areas. In Adelaide there are affiliated junior social competitions and affiliated senior social 
competitions run by a variety of providers. In country areas, social basketball is played in 
local basketball associations. 



Senior Social Basketball 



 



 
Social basketball is a great way to spend time with friends, keep fit and relieve stress. 
Basketball SA is now offering more options and age groups for people wanting to play social 
basketball so it caters for everyone from those wanting to have a bit of fun to the more 
serious players seeking strong competition. 

How to join social basketball: 

Joining is as simple as finding a group of people willing to commit to a season. 

Teams must be made up of a minimum of five people and there is no limit to how many 
people can be in one team. 

The following are a list of affiliated senior social basketball competition venues and the 
competitions they offer this 2017/18 Summer Season:  

 

Morphett Vale Basketball Stadium 

Competition begins: October 9  

Early Bird Rate - September 11-17 
Standard Rate - Sept 18 - Oct 22 

Competitions offered:  

 Monday (Men’s) 
 Wednesday (Women’s; Men’s)  

More: https://goo.gl/h2LMG2 

Marion Basketball Stadium 

Competition begins: October 9  

Competitions offered:  

 Monday (Men’s) 
 Thursday (Women’s)  

More: https://goo.gl/1EDXnJ 

Pasadena Sports Centre 

Competition begins: October 9  

Competitions offered:  

https://goo.gl/h2LMG2
https://goo.gl/1EDXnJ


 Monday (Men’s)  
 Tuesday (Men’s; Women’s) 
 Wednesday (Men’s) 
 Thursday (Men’s; Masters) 
 Sunday (Mixed) 

More: https://goo.gl/Bf6n3q 

 

Port Adelaide Recreation Centre 

Competition begins: October 4  

Early Bird Rate - Before September 18 

Normal Rate - Sept 18 - Oct 3 

Late Rate - Oct 4 onwards  

Competitions offered:  

 Wednesday (Men’s)  
 Thursday (Men’s)  
 Sunday (Mixed) 

More: https://goo.gl/3TV9W8 
 
 

Wayville Sports Centre 

Competition begins: September 18  

Competitions offered: 

 Monday (Masters 60+; Masters 45+; Open Men’s) 
 Tuesday (Open Men’s)            
 Wednesday (Women’s) 
 Thursday (Mixed)  

More: https://goo.gl/pgcSQq 

 

Facts about social basketball: 

 Games are refereed by accredited officials 

https://goo.gl/Bf6n3q
https://goo.gl/3TV9W8
https://goo.gl/3TV9W8
https://goo.gl/pgcSQq


 Social basketball is a great way to keep fit, develop basketball skills, develop 
teamwork skills and socialise in an enjoyable and relaxed environment 

 Anyone can play social basketball; friends, classmates, family members or work 
colleagues 

 There are various levels and age groups 
 There are female, male or mixed competitions available 
 Competitions are played in seasons and include finals and grand finals with the 

winning teams receiving trophies. 
 Seasons are around 3-5 months long 
 Teams are required to supply one scorer and must be in matching uniforms 

For more information please contact the appropriate stadium manager:  

Corry Moors 

Stadium Manager - Wayville & Hillcrest 

Phone (08) 8231 6711 Mobile 0408 575 814 Email cmoors@basketballsa.com.au  

Daniel Hughes 

Stadium Manager - Pasadena & Marion 

Phone (08) 8374 4818 Mobile 0419 851 769 Email dhughes@basketballsa.com.au  

Jarrod Cresp 

Stadium Manager - Port Adelaide & St Clair 

Phone (08) 8241 0655 Mobile 0414 776 115 Email jcresp@basketballsa.com.au  

Michael Young 

Stadium Manager - Morphett Vale 

Phone (08) 8382 0143 Email myoung@basketballsa.com.au  

Country Local Basketball 

There are 33 affiliated country basketball associations that run junior and senior basketball 
programs. Click here to find a local country association or for a list of country associations, 
please click here. 

Juniors 

Most introductory basketball competitions are either school based or local venue based. For 
school competitions click here. Local affiliated venue based junior social competitions in 
Adelaide can be found below: 

 STARplex 
 Sturt Domestic League 
 Southern Districts League 
 Western Suburbs Domestic Competition 

 

mailto:cmoors@basketballsa.com.au
mailto:dhughes@basketballsa.com.au
mailto:jcresp@basketballsa.com.au
mailto:myoung@basketballsa.com.au
http://basketballsa.dev.simple.com.au/play/association-finder
http://www.basketballsa.com.au/assets/docs/general/Basketball-SA-Winter-Basketball-2017.pdf
http://www.basketballsa.com.au/play/school-participation/school-competitions
http://www.starplex.com.au/
http://www.foxsportspulse.com/assoc_page.cgi?c=1-7488-0-0-0
http://www.foxsportspulse.com/assoc_page.cgi?c=0-11076-0-0-0

