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Perth Wildcats vs Brisbane Bullets – Saturday Preview 

It’s finally arrived, the Perth Wildcats season begins on Saturday night when they face the 
Brisbane Bullets at Perth Arena. 

The game is expected to be played in front of the biggest ever season opening crowd in the 
Wildcats 35-year history. 

Despite nine pre-season outings, it will be the first time fans will see Jean-Pierre Tokoto, 
Bryce Cotton and Derek Cooke Jr all take to the court. 

Coach Trevor Gleeson said while it’s an exciting prospect, how they perform will still come 
as a surprise to him. 

“It’s a bit frustrating in the pre-season when Derek (Cooke Jr) couldn’t play, but he’s been 
practicing every day and his fitness is great, he’s explosive,” he said. 

“But you never know until the lights come on. 

“We had a good run with JP (Tokoto) against Sydney and Cairns, it was a good four-game 
run to get acclimatised, and we know that Bryce (Cotton) is quality.” 

Veteran big man Matt Knight missed the last six pre-season games after fracturing his 
thumb, but Gleeson revealed he is hopeful he will recover in time for the game. 

After losing last year’s season opener to Brisbane, the Wildcats will look to get their season 
off on the right note on Saturday. 

“It sticks in the memory, so hopefully we can fix that up this year,” said Gleeson. 

“Trice had a great pre-season. He’s dynamic, he gets going,” he said. 

“And a couple of years ago we saw Stephen Holt get hot here at Perth Arena while playing 
for Melbourne. 

“They have some big inclusions this year.” 

Tip-off on Saturday night is at the earlier than usual time of 5.30pm. 

The Red Army will also witness the unfurling of the 2017 championship banner, as part of 
the season-opening game night experience. 



Air Pierre ready for take off 

After training on the Perth Arena basketball court for the very first time, Perth Wildcats 
import Jean-Pierre Tokoto has promised fans plenty of excitement in 2017/18. 

Tokoto was added to the Wildcats squad one month ago. 

The NCU star and second round NBA Draft pick is known for his athleticism, and he said he’ll 
be playing to his strengths this season. 

“I hope I’ll be able to get the fans out of their seats,” he said. 

“I think I’ll get a few oohs and aahs in the warm-up, and I’ll try save something special for 
the game. I hold back a little in practice and save little for the game. But it’s going to be 
fun.” 

While his jumping ability makes for highlight reels on offence, it also helps make him an elite 
defender. 

An attribute he prides himself on. 

“My coach at North Carolina wanted me to be one of the best defenders to come through 
that system, and I want to do that here in Perth as well,” he said. 

“If I get the label as the best athlete in our league this year, I’m going to use that to may 
advantage.” 

The Red Army will get their first chance to see Jean-Pierre Tokoto in action on Saturday 
night at Perth Arena, when the Wildcats take on Brisbane in their season opening game. 

New Wildcats inspired by former captain 

Before the Perth Wildcats stepped onto the Perth Aren court for the first time since winning 
the 2017 championship, the team took a moment to soak up a little bit of the club’s 
incredible history. 

Coach Trevor Gleeson invited former club captain and 2010 championship player Brad 
Robbins to speak to the playing group and present the new players with their jersey. 

New Wildcats Jean-Pierre Tokoto said the experience gave him more context to what the 
Wildcats is about. 

“That really juiced me up even more,” he said. 

“Just seeing his highlights, then seeing him talking to us was really great. 



“He delivered a message to us new guys that was all about pressure. He said it’s going to be 
there, it all depends on how you deal with it and how you go about it that affects the 
outcome. 

“To me, I like the pressure and I like playing in front of big crowds!” 

The Perth Wildcats season opener on Saturday night will be played in front of a big crowd at 
Perth Arena. 

Chemistry the key element according to Cotton 

Perth Wildcats star Bryce Cotton said chemistry will be the key to his team’s success this 
year. 

With nine pre-season games behind us, Cotton said his team has had a lot of time to bond – 
despite not having put its entire roster on the floor. 

“Everything is going pretty well. We’ve had a solid pre-season and time to work out all the 
kinks so, we’re just anxious to get the first game going,” he said. 

“Our chemistry is amazing. On and off the court. Importantly, it being great off the court, 
makes us play better in games.” 

Bryce Cotton, who scored a record 45 points in last season’s championship-winning game, 
believes his new teammates Jean-Pierre Tokoto and Derek Cooke Jr are among the NBL’s 
most athletic. 

Despite having only spent a number of weeks working with the new players, he said there’s 
already a strong bond there. 

“Chemistry isn’t something that can be forced,” he said. 

“The guys naturally get along. Also, because we have veteran guys who have played with 
each for so many years, that kind of fosters into to when new guys come in. 

“It’s easier to gel then, because we have a blueprint to go off.” 

The 24-year-old has explained many times how chemistry was a big factor in his deciding to 
return to the Wildcats for a second season. 

Fans can look forward to seeing how that chemistry translates on the court when the 
Wildcats open their season on Saturday at Perth Arena. 

Tip-off is at 5.30pm. 

Perth Wildcats 

Team Store Open: 9.30am – 5pm, Monday – Friday. 



Phone Line Open: 9am – 9pm, Monday – Sunday. 

Bendat Basketball Centre 

201 Underwood Avenue, FLOREAT WA 6014 

PO BOX 455, WEMBLEY WA 6913 

Phone: (08) 6272 0777 | Fax: (08) 9287 2917 | Email: wildcats@wildcats.com.au 

  

 

Executive 

Troy Georgiu – CEO 

(08) 6272 0774 

 

Jenna Barker – Executive Assistant to the CEO 

jenna@wildcats.com.au  | (08) 6272 0774 

 

  

  

Operations & Merchandise 

Megan Osler – Operations Manager 

megan@wildcats.com.au  | (08) 6272 0765 

 

Ashlyn Pilgrim – Merchandise Assistant 

ashlyn@wildcats.com.au  | (08) 6272 0777 
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Georgia Nitschke – Administration Assistant 

georgia@wildcats.com.au  | (08) 6272 0771 

 

Finance & Accounts 

Tom Hunter – Financial Controller 

tom@wildcats.com.au  | (08) 6272 0775 

 

Commercial 

Michael Smith – Corporate Sales Executive 

michael@wildcats.com.au  | (08) 6272 0790 

  

  

Events & Game Night 

Faith Sutherland – Game Night Manager 

faith@wildcats.com.au  | (08) 6272 0785 

 

Samantha Fudger – Events Assistant 

samantha@wildcats.com.au  | (08) 6272 0793 

  

  

 

Membership & Ticketing 
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Natalie Stawell Wilson – Membership & Ticketing Manager 

natalie@wildcats.com.au  | (08) 6272 0791 

 

Abbey Richards – Membership Sales Executive 

abbey@wildcats.com.au  | (08) 6272 0779 

 

Holly Daniels – Administration Assistant 

holly@wildcats.com.au  | (08) 6272 0795 

  

Media 

Wade Dobson – Media Manager 

wade@wildcats.com.au  | (08) 6272 0766 | 0423 970 545 

 

Ciaran O’Neill – Video Producer 

ciaran@wildcats.com.au  | (08) 6272 0770 | 0415 430 791 

 

Tasha Hutchinson – Senior Graphic Designer 

tasha@wildcats.com.au  | (08) 6272 0767 

 

Mat Bernasconi – Graphic Designer 

mat@wildcats.com.au  | (08) 6272 0782 

 

Player & Community 
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Katie Reed – Athlete Operations & Community Development Manager 

katie@wildcats.com.au  | (08) 6272 0778 
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