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About The TYC 

The Club 

Since 1837, Tamar Yacht Club has provided members with the best competition, social, on-

water and clubhouse facilities in Northern Tasmania. As the oldest yacht club in the 

Southern Hemisphere, members enjoy the benefits of the resources and advantages that 

only a long established club can provide. 

People have many reasons for joining the Tamar Yacht Club. Keen sailors and power boaters 

mix with those who join for the social aspects of the clubs and the chance to make new 

friends. Experienced sailors have the opportunity to skipper or crew, from dinghies to ocean 

racers. Novices have opportunities to learn, and gain recognised qualifications on all sizes of 

boats. Friends, supporters and retired sailors can enjoy the great social atmosphere at 

either our Launceston or Beauty Point Clubhouses. 

You do not need to own a boat, or even have sailed previously. 

Members have access to club facilities such as: 

 Marina 
 Slipping and Yard Facilities 
 Sailing and Race Program 
 Regular Sail and Boating Training Programs 
 Clubhouses at Park Street, Launceston and Wharf Road, Beauty Point 
 Subsidised member's bar 
 Member's dining room at the Park Street Clubhouse with the best views in town 

As a member you are encouraged to invite friends and family to either of the clubs site 

  

Families: 

Children love sailing and are encouraged to join our sail training programs. The Tamar Yacht 

Club has a large fleet of club owned training boats, including Optimist, Sabot, Flying 11's and 

Pacer class dinghies. 

When joining as a family, you have the added benefit of a discounted family membership 

with the club and interacting with our sailing families. 

The Tamar Yacht Club's Small Boat Sailing Squadron conducts a full sailing program and 

training sessions in a safe, supportive and friendly environment. These sessions are 



conducted by qualified instructors and overseen by the clubs fleet of race management and 

rescue boats. 

Sailing is that rare sport that brings people together and has a role for everyone, regardless 

of their age. You can truly sail for life. 

The Tamar Yacht Club operates a full sailing calendar, with around two hundred individual 

race starts each year, from junior beginner's dinghy races to offshore events and Australian 

Championship Events. 

  

Learning to Sail: 

Membership for The Tamar Yacht Club is a great and affordable way to get into sailing and 

boating. There are regular sail training sessions, power boat training, navigation, and marine 

radio operator certificate courses. You will have the opportunity to crew on all sizes of 

yachts, assist race officials and absorb the boating knowledge that the experienced 

members possess. 

  

How to Join: 

There is a type of membership to suit everyone, whether you are a junior/beginner, social, 

family, active sailor or power boat owner. Please click on the membership page. 

History of the Club  

1837 was the year in which Melbourne was named and its first streets surveyed. Charles 

Dickens published Oliver Twist and a major crisis occurred in US banks. 

  

September 2nd, 1837, also saw a report published in the Launceston newspaper "The 

Cornwall Chronicle" of the formation of the Tamar Yacht Club "with eight yachts and plans 

to hold a regatta on the occasion of the Queen's Birthday". This report is the basis for Tamar 

Yacht Club's claim to be the oldest yacht club in the southern hemisphere. 

  

The Club went on to establish a clubhouse and jetty at Park Street, Launceston. A slip yard 

was built to provide maintenance facilities for member's boats. Racing and cruising was 

conducted from this base, with a Start/Finish "box" constructed in the nearby Royal Park 

grounds. 

  

In 1955 the Club purchased a new clubhouse at 7 Park Street, next to the slip yard. This 

development resulted in a booming increase in membership. 

http://www.yachtingaustralia.com.au/?sp=10038-7000-tyc&ID=44684


  

In 1996 the Club purchased the Beauty Point Marina to provide safe mooring facilities for 

the club member's craft. This, together with the re-vitalised junior development program, 

was the catalyst for yet another surge in membership. The Club's facilities in Park Street 

expanded, with the purchase of a home adjoining the slip yard. This was converted into club 

rooms and later extended to provide for the expanding membership. 

2008 saw some significant changes at the Tamar Yacht Club. The opening of a new club 

house in the grounds of the Beauty Point Marina, in addition to the facilities in Launceston, 

some 37nm away, has enabled a wider program of sailing events and activities. 

  

Sound management by the General Committee and staff, over a very long time, has 

positioned the Tamar Yacht Club in a strong position to provide excellence in yachting and 

associated activities, for the future. 

 


