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About the RYCT 

History 

The Tasmanian Yacht Club, the first in Tasmania was founded in Hobart in 1859 but lapsed. 
Revived in 1861 it again failed because of lack of guidance and support. In 1874, the 
Derwent Sailing Boat was formed with some 60 members, and in 1876 its name was 
changed to the Derwent Yacht Club. When this club lost some of its enterprising spirit, the 
Derwent Sailing Boat Club was resurrected in 1880. This club has continued ever since and is 
now the Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania. In 1884 the name of the club was changed to the 
Derwent Sailing Club and was again changed back in 1899 to the Derwent Yacht Club. Finally 
in 1908 a Royal Warrant was granted to “The Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania”. In 1910 the 
present burgee was designed and approved for use by members. 

The Club has had many homes, the first being the Bird-in-the-Hand Hotel where mine host, 
C. Basstian, presided over the first meeting of members of the Tasmanian Yacht Club in 
1859. The next home was the Duke of York Hotel, Battery Point, where W. Tarleton presided 
at meetings of the Derwent Sailing Boat Club in 1874, but in 1878 the Derwent Yacht Club 
was back at the Bird-in-the-Hand Hotel. After some turbulent years, another group of 
yachtsmen, dissatisfied with the progress of yachting, met at the Nautilus Hotel in 1880 and 
formed what is now the Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania. This hotel, for many years known as 
the Lord Nelson, now carries the name Knopwoods Retreat and is on the corner of 
Salamanca Place and Montpelier Retreat. 

In 1884 the club meetings were held at the Criterion Hotel, and then followed several 
attempts to establish a permanent home in various hotels and other premises, until in 1910 
a clubhouse was acquired in the National Mutual Building in Macquarie Street. In 1913 the 
club moved to a new home at the corner of Harrington and Davey Streets, and the final 
move in the club’s first 100 years was to its present situation on Marieville Esplanade in 
1955. 
So from small beginnings the RYCT has grown to one of the major sporting clubs of 
Australia, with its precise object of promoting and encouraging yachting in Tasmania, a 
proud tradition of competitiveness on the water and equally strong tradition of hospitality 
to all visitors, to the beautiful club-house on the water front and its superb facilities for 
yachts and their crews. 

Marina 

The Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania has a secure, modern marina, close by the clubhouse, 
with 210 berths ranging from 10 to 20 metres. There is also temporary berthing for larger 
visiting vessels. 



All berths have easy access to electricity and water. 

LP gas can be purchased from the Club’s Bosuns in the adjoining slipyard. 

Casual visits are most welcome. Arrangements can be made by emailing the form below to 
the RYCT office ryct@ryct.org.au or phoning +61 3 6223 4599. 

While club member occupancy is high, long-term berths do become available for purchase 
or lease. If you are looking for a secure berth in a quality marina, please contact the Club 
administration office on +61 3 6223 4599 or call in for a chat. 
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